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Carroll County Ag Advisory Committee
Meeting Tuesday, May 14, 2024 – 3:00 pm
Conference Room A – Carroll County Ag Center

MINUTES
Present:  Bill Hodge, Merrill Folsom, Allison Key, Ryan Morris and Kelly Hagen.  Absent: Sam Duke, Jerry Culver and Dee Perry.
Bill Hodge called the meeting to order at 3:00 and a quorum was present.  The meeting is recorded for ease of minutes at a later time.

I. Old Business

A. Minutes of April 9, 2024 were emailed.   Kelly Hagan asked for clarification of  regarding one two-acre building envelope per 20-50 acres.  The decision on building envelopes is correct – one two-acre building envelope in every 20 to 50 acres being placed into permanent conservation.  Allison Key made a motion to approve the motion and it was seconded by Kelly Hagen. There was no further discussion and the motion carried 5-0.

B. Review of timeline for ACEP Applications process was emailed.  Kelly Hagen asked if there was going to be an advertisement of the forum to pass out.  Merrill Folsom noted that there was a flyer attached to email confirming that there will be hardcopy flyer to distribute.  Kelly Hagen made a motion to approve the timeline.  Motion as seconded by Merrill Folsom.  Motion carried 5-0.

C. Review the final Carroll County Landowner ACEP Application approved by the county attorney (emailed).  Ryan Morris made a motion to approve the final draft and it was seconded by Kelly Hagen.  Motion carried 5-0.

D. Review of the Carroll County Basic Requirements approved by the county attorney (emailed).  Allison Kay asked if the Adjusted Gross Income was a federal requirement.  Bill Hodge confirmed that it is a requirement of the NRCS and the Department of Agriculture.   Kelly Hagen commented on the LLC side of Adjusted Gross Income.  There was no further discussion and Kelly Hagen made a motion to approve the basic requirements. The motion was seconded by Allison Key.  Motion carried 5-0.

There being no other old business, the committee moved into new business.


II. New Business


A. The new meeting schedule noting room change was emailed.  Allison Key made a motion to approve.  Ryan Morris seconded.  Motion carried 5-0.

B. Farmland Owner Information Forum Flyer draft was emailed.  Kelly Hagen asked if she could start distributing the flyer.  

C. Bill Hodge shared a list of landowners who have expressed interest in the program in the past.  Some of those farms were discussed.  Kelly Hagen asked a question about Steve Stana and there was discussion about the Stana farm not ranking high enough to make the program.

D. Kelly Hagen shared information from the Star News agricultural page and indicated that Sue Horn had agreed to do this in every issue for one year.    There was ongoing conversation about this project.  There was also discussion about Carroll County and its ag history.  Further discussion was about food inequality in Carroll County. 



III. Adjournment

A.  Kelly Hagen made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Merrill Folsom seconded.  Motion carried 5-0.  Bill Hodge adjourned the meeting at 3:30 pm.
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